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THE AURORA. 
VOL. XVIII. APRIL, 1889. No. 1. 
THE NEWS of the death of Dr. A. S. Welch brought to the students of the col-
lege a peculiar sadness. For the promi-
nence which this college has received among 
American institutions of its kind is largely due 
to his ability and success. For fifteen years he 
was an earnest educational worker in the state 
of Michigan. His management, and the suc-
cess of the State Normal 8chool, made him one 
of the foremost educators of his state. Owing 
to failing health, in 1865, he removed to Florida, 
and in 1867 was elected to the Senate of the 
United States from that state. Two years later 
his senatorial career was brought to a close by 
his accepting the Presidency of the Iowa State 
.Agricultural College, which had just been 
founded by the State Legislature. For fifteen 
years, as executive of the institution, his efforts 
were crowned with success. In 1884 he was 
sent by the United States Government to Ger-
many, England, and Belgium for the purpose of 
investigating the organization and management 
of their agricultural schools. Upon his second 
return from Germany, he accepted the chair of 
History of Civilization and Practical Psychol-
ogy in this college, which position he occupied 
until his death. · 
During Dr. Welch's connection with the col-
lege, the hundrects of students who have receiv-
ed his instruction have learned to love and rev-
erence him. As evidence of his rare ability 
and learning, the students will ever cherish the 
memory of. their beloved instructor. 
Dr. A. S. Welch died at his home ii.Pasadena, 
Cal., March 14, 1889. On the following Thurs-
day (March 21) the funeral services were held in 
the college chapel, where twenty years before he 
had conducted the exercises of the formal op-
ening of the college. 
Several of the state officers, old members of 
the faculty, and many of the alumni, were pres-
ent. The casket was nearly covered with floral 
offerings. At the head was the design of an 
open book in white roses, the inscription being, 
"A. S. W." and" Our Friend"-a tribute of the 
Womans' Suffrage Association at Ames. At 
the foot was a scroll, which bore the simple sto-
ry," 1869 -1889"-a floral design given by the 
alumni. Directly in· front was a pillow of white 
roses, bearing the inscription, '' Asleep in Je-
sus"-an offering from Prof. Stanton and fam-
ily. Among the many other floral tributes, 
there was a harp from the Sophomore class, a 
reaper's sickle from the Junior class, and an an-
chor from the Senior class. 
Prof. Wynn delivered the discourse. Dr. 
Chamberlain followed with a very appropriate 
address, after which Ex-Governor Gue added a 
few remarks. Hon. Platt Wicks, on behalf of 
the trustees, deliyered a short eulogy. The 
closing address was a tribute from Prof. Stan-
ton. The services were closed in the chapel by 
the choir singing that appropriate hymn, 
"Asleep in Jesus," followed by a fervent 
prayer. 
Captain Lincoln then marshalled the cadets 
and students in line before the college dour, and 
the casket was carried out by the pall-bearers 
and placed in the hearse. The band led the 
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way to the college cemetery. A few words were 
said by Dr. Chamberlain, and a prayer, aud the 
last resting place of the late President was cov-
ered over. 
PROF. WYNN'S ADDRESS. 
Let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us: and 
establish Thou the work of our hands upon us; yerl, the 
work of our hands establish Thou it.-PsALM XC, 17. 
More than once have we heard Dr. Welch 
discourse publicly on this pasimge, arnl it 
becomes doubly significant to us to-day, 
in the fact that it is the cow,oling con-
clusion of a deep, dirge-like lamentation of the 
Psalmist over the afflictions of life. He found 
comfort and triumph in this prayer of resigna-
tion, in this restful confiding of the work of a 
life-time t1 the over-ruling providence of God. 
"Establish Thou the work of our hauds upon 
us; yea, the work of our )•ands establish Thou 
it." All the darker experiences of our life illu-
minated, our griefs assuaged, and our sinking 
faith reclaimed, and the face of bereavement 
practically removed, when we can see the ele-
ments of a lofty character are indestructible, 
that the services or a gifted and powerful man 
go on working and blessing mankind after he is 
gone. The beauty of the Lord our God is seen 
thus to spring up from our ashes and lJlossom 
on in the fragrance of consecrated memories 
through all the coming years. The man and his 
WO! 1i are immortal, and iu the faith of this we 
·, · ie in peace. 
A life well rounded out, full all along, from 
early youth to white-haired aud venerable age, 
of the most respon8ible and productive toil ; a 
life of great power and inllnence out of a rauge 
of effort vastly above that which falls to the 
rank a.nd file of men; a grand, stroug, affluent 
life, peacefully eank away from our earthly cog-
nizance a few days ago in the land of flowers. 
It can not be said of such a life that it dies. 
It goes over to a larger field. It closes oue 
great door behind it, to find ample room in thoRe 
loftier open chambers that look out upon the 
sea. 
I cannot gaze upon the dead form of Dr. 
Welch without thinking what a life of that kind 
was entitled to claim. We can not see him 
walking our streets auy more, a distinguished 
looking man in his person and bearing ; we can 
never again hear his voice in the class-room or 
in public, discoursing upon his great favorite 
themes, nor sit with him in genial conversation 
in the privacy of his home, or in the social cir-
cle, where his richly-stored intellect yielded its 
generous treasures, seasoned with a flavor of 
wit. The great sad mystery has taken him 
away from us, so that henceforth under this 
blue dome we can have no more personal con-
versation with him ; we can r,ot bid him "good 
morning" or "good night" ; we can not walk 
with him arm-in-arm. "Dr. Welch is dead!" 
Men pass this intelligence from lip to lip, and 
there' steals over every one of us a feeling of in-
calculable bereavement and loss. 
Now, it h• not m terms of mere eulogy, nor 
the customary phrase of mere funeral condol-
ence, that we come to reaffirm our faith in the 
imperishability of character, of ;;oul, of h'igh 
moral worth, over the dead body of Dr. Welch. 
Here was a great man, an edncator among the 
most eminent our country has produced. 
An educator not in the tinical and narrow sense 
of that term; an educator haviug a critical aud 
profound knowledge of the human mind that 
was to be educated, and of the most effective 
methods by which this great object is to be at-
tained; an educator the trophies of whose suc-
cess crowd about us, pre-eminently, here in this 
locality, in almost every object we see. But his 
was a long life of this kind of a.ctivity, from 
early manhood until close upon the allotted lim-
it of three-score and ten, forty years of almost 
exclusive study and practice of the divine art of 
training human minds. Can it be that this ex-
traordinary career must come to a dead dumb 
stop, an utter surcease, when we put his body 
yonder in the ground ? 
I must be allowed to speak of the deceased 
out of a long a11d mo:,t intimate acquaintance 
with the inner workings of his mind, and from 
what I may call the "impartial bias'' of a 
friendship knit by the reciprocity of years. I 
was admitted into the sanctuary of his heart. 
It has seemed to me, looking back on the brief 
years of our separation, that I must have been 
a pupil of his, and that having gone ont from 
his presence to take upon myself the grave re-
sponsibilities of a similar position on my own 
account, I must always feel the absence of his 
guiding hand, and must be always turning tow-
ard him for the counsel I miss. Therefore I 
come with you, the bereaved wife and friends, 
and with you, his associates in this great col-
lege, which sprang up into full proportior:s un-
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der his fostering care, to deposit. my fond trib-
ute of grateful recollection on hb coffined slum-
ber, by seeking a proximate estimate of the rich 
legacy he has left behind him. 
First, Dr. Welch was by organization and 
temperament a leader of men. He commanded 
the reverence and respect of young people, not 
by deliberate effort, but by that subtle some-
thing, an affluence of his personality, which we 
do not know how to name. We have all ob-
served how his presence in any circle would 
draw all eyes in deferential regard to him; how 
restless social forces settled into quiet when he 
began to speak. Even if no word was spoken, 
the fact that ,Dr. vYelch had entered the lectnre-
ruom or taken his accustomed seat on the ros-
trum was itself sufficient to still the shuffling 
compally aud induce prompt and respectful 
quiet in everyone ar,mnd. .A. noisy class or 
a boi:strous assembly of young people chafing 
under the restraint of rule was inconceivable 
in the presence of Dr. Welch. This singular 
power, the gift of every man born to lead, and 
pre-eminently the one faculty with which the 
succe~sful school-master cannot dispense, was 
possessed by Dr. vVelnh in so extraordinary a 
degree that from the beginning of his lifelong 
career in pedagogy his eminence in the profes-
sion was assured. 
But there are other traits in the ideal teacher 
without which this strong personal influence 
would be of little avail. There must be a cult-
ured intellect, a heart of sympathy, and a rapid 
faculty of making up one's mind. Dr. We'.::h's 
intellect, originally strong and clear, Ii:: been 
enriched in early life by classical culture and by 
the systematic study of the great philosophical 
systems with which our century has been 
crowned. Order and beauty were to him the 
two most thought-burdened and charmingly sig-
nificant words in the language. And these are, 
indeed, a fitting resume of the whole vast mys-
tery of the universe, natural and spiritual, lying 
about us, poetry, philosophy, science, and rnlig-
ion all having them distinctively in view. 
.Beauty ! How often have we heard him dis-
courne in public on that theme, never identifying 
it with religion, but always approaching and 
handling it with a manifest feeHug of religious 
awe. And then as to order.. We all know how 
the whole inner and outer life of Dr. Welch was 
dominated by his ever-present sense of order, 
exacting it of himself and of those about him, 
sometimes, to the less sensitive, having the ap-
pearance of an undue and needless rigor in 
looking after the minor details. Everything 
grew into order around him. The building, the 
lawn, the great departments and their ap-
pointment-i, the rooms of the students, their 
habits, their carriage, the time, the movement, 
the exact formality to be observed, the infinite 
detail of work and play, of application and rec-
reation and result in a vast and complicated 
system of public instru~tion, with many of its 
processes as y~novel and untried-over all this 
he was Arguf"eyed, and kept it working with 
the pre~ision of a well-regulated clock. 
This habit of order was accompanied with a 
cluster of qualities which, as attributes of true 
greatness, we delight to recall. They are manly 
traits, and always inspire in us a conception of 
the limitless energies that are waiting for ex-
pansion in the human soul. There was his ex-
ecutive power, great and indomitable force of 
wili. In the language of the most fruitful lit-
erary artist of our day, he had '' rivers of will" 
at his command, and they rushed irresistibly in-
to all the ramifications of his plans. Having 
once made up his mind, he knew how to stand 
firm ; and against opposing obstacles, whether 
from me11 or circumstances, he brought a cour-
age and persistence that knew no repulse-
mild and conciliatory, if it might be; otherwise, 
there was a fitting measure of persistence and 
determination on hand. It is easy to see that 
no mere disposition to order, no mere taste for 
it, will ever come into practical realization save 
by a large and vigorous outlay of the resources 
of the will. 
This leads us to speak of a remarkable char-
acteristic of Dr. Welch, set right in the heart 
of the group of qualities we are now consider-
ing. A strong will may be a wrong will, blind, 
self-sustained, merely and desperately head-
strong because guided by no broad and generous 
view of things. A stubborn man is always un-
reasonable as well. But the trait of Dr. Welch, 
w11ich came at last to be relied on by his associ-
ates as a kind of moral surety that he was 
right, in cases where as yet the outcome could 
not be for<3seen, was his rapid power of general-
ization when but few facts were at his com-
mand. A single circumstance, an incident, a 
hint would so fully arouse his mind and let it 
out on the broad fields of discovery that he 
would seem to have by intuition what the ordin-
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ary mind would arrive at only through a long 
and tedious process of search. 
This faculty was a large gift of his, and I 
have seen him exercise it as readily• in the 
higher ranges of speculation and scientific 
thinking as in in the complications of college 
management, or in the casuistry of passing 
events. In a twinkle his judgment was made 
up, and as often as falls to the lot of any hu-
mau, his judgment was right. You may see 
this illustrated, pathetically now, in the last 
book of his just fallen from the press. 
It is a work on " Psychology for Teachers," the 
ripe product of bis old age, and, next to the 
college itsPlf, to be an enduring monument 
of all those conspicuous mental and personal 
traits which gave him so high a rank as a 
"teacher of teachers" in the educational fra-
ternity of our country at large. Here we see 
on every page how order, and sy;,tem, and me-
thodical arrangements ruled among the ideas of 
the man as well as in all the outward ongoing 
of his social and business relatious with his 
fellowmen. We feel as we read that we are in 
contact with one who is master of his suuject, 
and who, amid broad and deep generalizations, 
has the rare gift _of a lucid illustrative style, 
with no visionary borderland to his i;cheme of 
thought, and every proposition set in chaste and 
forcible English, transparent as glass. 
This suggests another marked trait of Dr. 
Welch, one that comes more obviously before 
the eye of the public, and which in an especial 
manner fitted him for leadership in this great ed-
ucational enterprise for so many years. He bad 
au extraordinary gift in public life. Ile could 
think on bis feet, and his thinking being al ways 
vigorous and clear, he had at bis command a 
wide and rich vocabulary, with a spontaneous 
skill in marshalling all the choicest expressions 
and most forcible constructions to the service 
of his thought. 1.'his, with his practical habit, 
would have made him a man of affairs, and on 
some fitting pnblic arena, such as for example 
was once thrown open to him on the floor of the 
Senate of the Uuited States, he could have tak-
en rank with the leading statesmen of our con-
temporary time. Happy for the cause of edu-
cation, the passing allurement of reconstruction 
days could not draw him aside from the great 
profession he had chosen for life, and in which 
all these qualifications, and more, are pressingly 
in demand. 
I must say now, what the observation of years 
has proven to me, that other things being equal, 
this public faculty, this power of strong, con-
vincing, forcible address before large assem-
blages, is the one faculty which gives convenient 
opportunity to every other faculty the college 
president may possess. More than any other 
external agency it gives him access to the minds 
of the young-, and secures for him an abiding 
fortification in their reE<pect. Can he talk 
forcibly, and eloquently, sincerely and attract-
ively to them ? He reveales to them in that 
way the breadth of his culture, the pulse of his 
sympathy, the soundness of his judgment, and 
in short the whole impression cf his personality, 
besides laying upon them the spell of a fascina-
tion they are eager to invoke. Dr. Welch was 
so marked an example of this, that it was not 
unusual to hear hrn studentti and his associates 
speak of it as specifically the one gift of all his 
ample inventory that they would most desire to 
have. It was this that made our college so con-
spicuous and prominent in those early years, 
when as yet it had not history enough behind it 
to challenge the prejudices of its enemies, and 
set itself up royally in its own name. The Gov-
ernor of the state whispered to me, as we were 
setting 01...t together for my first visit to this 
spot, eighteen years ago, "Between you and me, 
that is the great institution of the state, and it 
is due to the superior ability of the President 
at its head." 
And now, finally, I must speak somewhat 
more in detail of the great work Dr. Welch ac-
complished on this spot, henceforth sacred to 
his memory, and rendered classic even by the 
labors and sacrifices and death of two of the 
brave men who began work together--Gen. 
Geddes and Dr. Welch. The record of those 
days reads, now, like a romance to my mind. 
Are they gone? Aud with them have the~e two 
brave spirits taken their flight ? Soon, we shall 
go, too, my companions, and all this goodly 
company shall be swept before the eager crowd 
that comes up from behind. 
"The old order chi.ngeth, yielding place to new, 
And God fultills himself In many ways, 
Lest one good custom should corrupt the world."" 
It was one of these changes in an old order of 
things that Dr. Welch came here to conduct-a 
change in the system of higher· edt1cation -a 
revolution, in those days hesitatingly and tim-
idly set on foot, with the spirit of the age at the 
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back of it, it is true, but with the whole weight 
of tradition, and the long-time prejudices of the 
learned world against it. No man better fitted 
to conduct this experiment than Dr. Welch 
could possibly have been selected. It was to be 
a revolution in the interests of the sciences and 
the industries, that would lift them to a place 
in the curriculum which the old-time culture 
studies had for so many years, and so exclusive-
ly, and we may say, in their day fairly and hon-
orably absorbed. We had, meantime, come up-
on a world wide renaissance of science, an epoch 
of astounding discovery, in which the very earth 
and air seem to come up to our doors, in impor-
tunity to reveal their beneficent forces. The 
very heavens were giving up their secrets, and 
thousand-fold utilities were pressing for the in-
telligent grasp of the hand of man. These new 
physical forces were destined to modify and de-
velop the old industries, and bring in many that 
were new, and without scientific informat10n 
and drill it would be impossible to be either safe 
in their handling, or efficient in turning them to 
effect. The sciences, therefore, must come into 
the schools, and when there they must push 
theit' way to the highest place. To what extent 
they would be able finally to make good their 
claim was no matter of inquiry then--simply 
the era was on us, aud the experiments must be 
tried. Dr. Welch was the one man among 
thousands peculiarly fitted to this task by the 
rare combination of qualities such as we have 
descrih<>d. His bent was practical, and he 
bad a wonderful faculty for detail. HP. saw 
with quick vision all sides of the problem, and, 
as if by intuition, knew bow the organization 
was to be laid. Whether the sciences could 
vindicate for themselves the great bulk of a col-
lege curriculum, and so send out into the world 
a new order of alumni for the industries, was a 
matter for the future to determinP ; what was 
immediately pressing now was to have an or-
ganization that would insure for the sciences a 
fair chance. Dr. Welch immediately saw that 
the way to that end would be to set up the lead-
ing sciences in great departments of their own, 
schools, so to speak, of free and independent 
research, co-oridinating'one another in.the varied 
industries which were close at hand. In a com-
paratively brief time the organization grew to 
the magnificent proportions we now behold. 
The new education could not have been inaug-
urated under more favorable auspices, nor have 
been set more hopefully on the road to success. 
It will not be invidious to the successors and 
co-laborers of Dr. Welch in this great cause, to 
say that the organization today is substantially 
as his strong hands left it, and that the experi-
ence and wisdom of those best informed on the 
history of industrial education will pronounce 
immediately in favor of bis plans. Nothing, 
indeed, is final in an important and somewhat 
radical movement like this; but we can not 
help thinking that the work of Dr. Welch in 
laying the foundation of this great scientific 
college was that of a wise master builder en-
dowed with a special genius for the task. I 
think it was in 1876 that the U. S. Commissioner 
on Technological and Industrial Schools, in mak-
ing his rounds, came in upon this institution, 
and after looking for days over all branches of 
our work, with note book in hand, no one 
prompting him, when about to leave turned to 
Dr. Welch and broke out into the unprovoked 
eulogy : " I want yon to understand that you 
have here the best institution of its kind in the 
United States." And so we think today, and so 
we believe a comparative estimate of colleges 
purely on this basis would promptly reaffirm. 
But the great man has let go these earthly in-
terests, and we are startled again by the solemn 
reminder that he is with us no more. His chair 
is vacant. We shall come and go, but not see 
his kindly face lighting up with friendly recog-
nition for us any longer, or hear his words of 
cheer, or share with him the rich invigoration 
of the great thoughts that were in his mind. 
But his example is with us, and we are comfort-
ed with the feeling that his tired spirit bas en-
tered into its rest. The infirmities and labors 
and trials of the past few years, together with 
the feebleness that steals in upon the most ro-
bust constitution when age sets its seal upon 
the heart and the brain, had quite worn him 
out, and he was looking with philosophic com-
posure and Christian resignation to the coming 
end. Dr. Welch bad an unflinching faith in 
God, anci the profoundest reverence for the per• 
son and teachings of the Redeemer of men. 
Whatever changes his views may have under-
gone, in these days of rapid and sometimes dis-
astrous reconstruction in religious thought, I 
know that he never gave up the cardinal ideas 
of the religion we profess. Scientific scepticism 
never laid its chilling wand on him. God, the 
the free responsible s©ul, revelation, sm the 
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need of divine help, the realit.y of another state 
of existence outside the spatial limits of their 
natural worlds-a spiritual world, the home of 
the soul; to all these great verities he clung to 
the last. 
I have faith to believe that today he is in that 
wider realm, exercising that capacious iut.ellect 
of his, looking, as was his wont, into the mvs-
tery of human life and destiny, and from the 
vantage grounds of the eternal hills, surveying 
the universe of God with seraphic penetration 
and delight. There he is a teacher still. I can 
not believe that such spiritual worth as made 
itself felt in the long and useful career of this 
man can be extinguished in the hapless and 
hopeless damps of death, as a dying taper is 
snuffed out by a gust of wind. Aud so he lives 
on, my dear bereaved friends, and this must at 
once be your faith that triumphs over death. 
He live'>, we shall live also. I know there is au 
inconsolable loneliness in reserve for you, for a 
great and powerful friend is gone ; and it is as 
though the dear home which lately raug with 
the merry making of a joyous company, with 
music and the prattle of festive voices, were 
closed up and dark, and a deep, death-like soli-
tude had settled over aJI; but the light of an-
other world shines through the rifts of the sep-
ulcher, and you have comfort in the hope that 
casts anchor within tlw Yale. It is in seasow, 
like this, in reverse for all of us, that the ~on! 
reaches out mo~t eanwHtly to God, aml finds in 
the dear :Master a solace that the world can not 
give, and can not take away. It is our great 
privilige sittiug in this lowly valley and shadow 
to feel, as the poet has so well expressed it-
"To feel, altho' no tongue can prove, 
That every cloud that spreads above, 
And \·eilcth love, itaelf ls love." 
-to feel this as a divine illumination shed 11pon 
us in the dark. This wae the beautiful convic-
tion of the deceased, which we heard him often 
express, and which remained with him, and ren-• 
dered him brave ·and patient when the pangs of 
disease were racking his body, and the remorse-
less dispensation of death was working his rJ-
lease. Shall we 11ot entertai11 it, also, iill of us, 
old and young, reaching forward to that higher 
stage of existence upon which our venerable 
and dear friend and associate has entered, and 
to which there is but one sure passport, a life of 
honorable, self-denying, conscientious toil. 
EX-GOVERNOR GUE'S ADDRESS. 
No words of mine can express the sorrow, or 
a sense of the great loss that came over our 
hearts, when the sad tidings reached us that the 
grand life work of our noble friend was forever 
ended. Out over our broad state, ir1to hun-
dreds of homes, the shadow has fallen. Far-
ther yet, over many states and territories-
wherever its students have wandered in the gen-
eration that has elapsed since he founded this 
College-the name and fame of President Welch 
has been carried as a sacred benediction. While 
but few of the great army of students \\hose 
lives have been brighteded, cheered, and per-
haps shaped by his wise counsels, or influenced 
by his helpful words, within these walls, can be 
with us to-day in person to honor his memory, 
thousands in their own distant homes will rev-
erently bow the head in remembrance of the 
loved and revered instructor in the years that 
have passed. 
It has been my privilege for twenty-one years 
to have known, honored, and be counted among 
the friends of President WAlch. I may there-
fore be permitted to speak briefly of his early 
work in our state. In the year 1867, as Chair-
man of the Commission appointed to organize 
this College, with G)v. Stone, Hon. John Rus-
sell, and Peter Mielendy as my associates, we 
entered upon the work. It fell to me to viHit 
the few Agricultural Colleges then in existence 
in America-but five in number, to-wit: in 
Michigan, Kansas, New York, Pennsylvania,and 
Massachusetts. It was from President Abbott, 
of the Michigan Agricultural College, that we 
first heard of Hon. A. S. Welch. He had in 
former years been Principal of the State Norm-
al School of Michigan. and had ranked among 
the foremost educators of the west. But fail-
ing health, a few years previous, had taken him 
to Florida, which state had just elected him to 
a seat in the United States Senate. Said Presi-
dent Abbott to me : "If you could get A. S 
Welch, he is the best man in America to or-
ganize your College."* We were aware that it 
* We had spent a year in our search for a suitable 
President of the College, without finding one who seem-
ed to us to possess the required attainments nnd experi-
ence. We had twelve applicants in our own state, und 
seventeen in the country at large. At the request of the 
Committee, on April 10, 1868, I wrote to Senator A. S. 
Welch, at Jacksonville, Fin., to know if he would con-
sider an otrer of the Presidency of our State Agricult-
ural College under any circumstances. In May I re-
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was asking much of him to surrender such a 
position, with its honors and influence, to accept 
at a less salary the Presidency of an unorganiz-
ed College, in a new state, upon a plan yet to be 
tested. But the fame he had won in the field 
of education admonished him that in that line 
was a nobler work to be performed, and on«.l 
more congenial to a man of his acquirements 
and refined tastes. In it he saw with prophetic 
eye the broader possibilities for the exercise of 
his wonderful intellectual powers, and he felt 
himself thoroughly equipped by long years of 
constant drill to achieve yet wider fame, and 
stamp upon a new state and a new institution 
the impress of his unrivalled executive ability. 
Iu :August, 1868, _after the adjournment of 
Congress, he came to Iowa and entered upon 
his work. He first studied our organic act cre-
ating the College, and then entered npon the la-
bor of devising a course of study adapted to its 
requirements, planning a manual labor system, 
conferring with the Trustees as to the laborato-
ry equipmentR, heating, ventilating, and fur-
nishing the College building, organizing the 
girls' department, etc., etc.* 
Fully realizing the herculean work he had en-
tered upon, and that he must become a pioneer 
to pave the way in the new education for 
others to follow, he bent all the energies of his 
powerful intellect to the work before him. Such 
a college as our state had projected was not then 
in existence. Its doors were to be thrown open 
to the poor as well as the rich ; to girls as well 
as boys ; labor of the hand was to be honored 
a,i well as labor of the head; honest industry to 
be the road to its highest places. 
After a most laborious analysis of the legal 
requirements of ten years of conflicting legisla-
tion, he elaborated the plan, in all of its import-
ant features, which his successors have never 
reived bis reply, saying that, if elected by a unanimous 
vote, for a long term of years, with a salary of $3,000 
and a house suitable for bis family residence, that be 
would accept, and decline a re-election for the full term 
to the United Stntes Senate. We pr@sentea our report to 
a full meeting of the Board of Trustees, and he was 
promptly elected by a unanimous vote. I at once notifi-
ed him of our notion, and in a letter written June 2, 1868, 
he accepted the Presidency provided we would grant him 
-,eave of absence to finish bis Senatorial year at Wnshlng-
ton, which expired March 4, 1869. Such leave was grant-
ed him by the Board. 
*On the 25th of October, 1868, we opened a preparatory 
term, in order to qualify the students to enter a Fresh-
man class when the formal opening 8hould occur in the 
spring following. 
amended but to mar his marvelous work of that 
pioneer period of industrial education. 
Twenty years ago yesterday, within this room 
where you now sit, was gathered the most re-
markable assembly that ever has or ever will 
be convened within its walls. 
From every part of the state the sons and 
daughters of toil had gathered, twelve hundred 
strong, to witness the opening of their College. 
The first ·students who ever entered its classes 
were here. 
Seated upon this platform were the Governor 
and other state officers; the original projectors 
of the College, the Board of Trus~ees who 
erected this building, and the Building Commit-
tee, who reared the structure from foundation 
to completion.* 
In the presence of that assembly Senator A. 
S. Welch, then in the vigor of his manhood, 
with an endowment of intellectual power sel-
dom surpassed, was inaugurated first President 
of the Iowa Agricultural College. Accepting 
the trust with its labor and responsibilities in 
au address which seems prophetic in its utter-
ances, he entered upon his life work from which 
death alone could fully remove him. From the 
opening paragraph of that historic inaugural, 
the genuine nobility of his character finds ex-
pression in these words, as Speaker John Rus-
sell and Governor Merrill handed to him the 
College Charter, seal and keys: 
Gentlemen of the Board: " I accept this 
Charter and the accompanying keys and seal. 
I receive them as symbolizing the authority you 
bestow and the confidence you repose in me. I 
thank yon both on my own behalf and. that·•of 
my associates for the expressions of regard 
towards us with which they are tendererl. I 
appreciate the greatness of the trust and the 
distinction it confers. Beyond question I ex-
press the sentiment of my co-laborers when I 
say in managing the affairs of this important 
enterprise we shall look to you for encourage-
ment and support, and to God for wisdom. 
You will find me al ways candid in the utter-
* 1'he projectors of the College were R. A. Richardson 
of Fayette county, B. F. Gue of Scott, Ed. Wright of Ce-
dar, Wm. Lundy of Muscatine, and Chas. Foster of 
Wasbington-ull young members of the Legislature of 
1858. 
Governor, Samuel Merrill; Lt. Governor, John Scott; 
Hon. John Russell, Speaker of the House and Chairman 
of the College Building Committee; Dr. N. S. Town-
send, the first Professor of Agriculture. Prof. 
Parker of Iowa College, Sue! Foster of the Lo 
eating Committee, Prof. G. W. Jones, Prof. A. E. Foote, 
Hon. H. M. Thompson, Superintendent, and scores of 
other distinguished men were seated on the platform. 
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ance of my own views, but faithful and earnest 
in carrying out yours when legally expressed. 
And as I now willingly take on myself the re-
sponsibilities of the office of executive in this 
new enterprise, so will I as cheerfully resign 
them to another whenever it shall appear that 
such action will best promote its interest and 
progress. * * * * * * The plan of 
organization which we have adopted commits 
our College to the promotion of two great and 
salutary educational reforms. One of these is 
the withdrawal of the ancient classics from the 
place of honor which they have largely held in 
our college curricula, and the liberal substitu-
tion of those branches of natural science which 
underlie the industries of this beautiful state. 
The other is the free admission of young 
women on equal terms with young men to all 
the priviliges and honors which this institution 
can bestow. 
It is fitting that a College dedicated by cir-
cumstances which find scarcely a parallel in 
history, should regardless of precedent however 
honored by time, establish its laws and arrange 
its conrses of study on the principles of wisdom 
and justice. 
Of wisdom, in determining the learning gath-
ered in these halls shall contribute to the suc-
cess and dignity of labor. Of justice, in ex-
tending to a large class of students opportun-
ities of which they have been hitherto in a 
great measure deprived.*" 
These words spoken from this platform 
twenty years ago sent a thrill of triumph 
through the hearts of the projectors of 
the College as they realized that they 
had at last found the man who could com-
prehend its mission, and who had the culture, 
the experience, the ability and above all the 
courage of his convictions. How ably and 
faithfully for fifteen years, his !l,'reat work was 
done is now a page of history. 
He came when its bare walls represented all 
there was of this College, and entered upon 
his life mission. 
Looming up on a bleak prairie farm, wind-
swept and desolate in all of its surroundings, 
no more unpromising College enterprise was 
ever launched into existence-even in the "wild 
west." 
It was the cultured eye of its first PreHident 
that projected these grassy lawns, these broad 
avenues, walirs and drives; this forest of ever-
ireens with the interspersed shrubbery, that 
have after twenty years converted the desolate 
prairie farm into a place of beauty. 
* See pamphlet entitled "Addresses Delivered at the 
Opening of the Iowa Agricultur11l College." Pages 22-3, 
March 17, 1868. 
For years he planned the innumerable build-
ings that were erected, under the supervision of 
the Building Committees.* 
He was a practical ( not theoretical) land-
scape gardener, and it was his skill and untiring 
energy that wrought a little paradise of beauty 
out of crude material. It was his great intellect, 
his cultured taste and unrivaled executive en-
dowment that reduced all the native elements 
to system, order and utili~y. It was llis firm 
hand that guided, directed and slowly builded 
this grand institution in its pioneer days. His 
matchless ability, his unswerving fidelity, and 
his ceaseless vigilance were equal to every emer-
gency that beset the new enterprise. At the 
most critical periods in the history of the Col-
lege, when petty envy, malice, selfishness, and 
ignorance were leagued together for his over-
throw and the wreck of this great institution, 
that they might thrive on its ruin; when the 
timid faltered before the seemingly irresistible 
power of the " unholy alliance," he stood like ft 
granite wall beaten by the oce&n waves. With 
his face to the foe he took the cowardly blows 
dealt by treachery and venal greed, and with a 
heroic courage that has never been surpassed, 
he hurled the secret conspirators back to their 
dens, cowed their brute force by his calm digni-
nity and shamed from their corrupt purpose the 
destroying Vandals. 
Oblivion will kindly draw its mantle over the 
names and deeds of the little band of conspira-
tors who flourished for a day, and hide their 
memory from the antiquarian of the future, 
while generations to come will for all time hon-
or the noble builder whose work is immortal. 
In the years that have come and gone since 
the inauguration of President Welch, a new 
army of youths has grown up from infancy 
and now fills these halls, while its classes of 
graduates have gone out into the world grandly 
equipped for life's work. 
In the twenty years that have intervened, 
* Hon . .John Russell, former Auditor of State and 
Speaker of the House, was Chairman of the Build! ng 
Committee during the erection of the College and pro-
fessors' houses. He was a practical builder, as a!:Jle and 
conscientious an officer as the state ever bad. The other 
members of the Building Committee were Dr .J. D. 
Wright of Lucas county, formerly State Senator and 
Vice President of the State Agricultural Society. The 
fourth was Hon . .J. Wilson W1lliams, an old Senator and 
Representative from Des Moines county. The fourth 
was Hon. R. W. Humphrey, an able and prominent 
farmer of Floyd county. 
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hundreds of other boys and girls have come un-
der the kindly influence, the helpful instruction 
and wise counsels of the first President. How 
far that influence has reached out into our great 
state can never be measured. Its scope is lim-
itless as time goes on; other lives are reached 
by the evolution of good seed sown, and thus 
the toil, sacrifices, and generous impulses of one 
noble soul will live long ages after the hands that 
wrought, the tongue that uttered, and the kind-
ly eyes that greeted friends, have forever pass-
. ed beyond onr earthly vision. 
It is by their life's work that men and women 
are judged; and when all the toil and care is 
ended, the judgment of their generation is 
}Jassed upon them. Tried by this court or eter-
nal justice, we shall look long and far to find a 
life so fraught with good works, lofty aims, no-
ble ambition, kindly counselH, and immo~tal 
achievements as was that of President Welch. 
When he put aside offered honors of statesman-
ship, which might have satisfied the loftiest am-
bition, and accepted the harder work of found-
ing a college_, he was not unmindful of the risk 
of failure, the petty annoyances, the unrequited 
work of years that his choice involved, but he 
looked upon it as his chosen life work. He, in 
his nobility of character, believed that our 
young state and its best people would judge him 
by his achievements, and he asked no more. 
THEY HA VE, and THEY WILL FOR ALL TIME 
TO COME. 
Any man may in this Republic become Presi-
nent of the Nation. Few there are who can or-
ganize, build up and erect on an enduring foun-
dation a great College. One is often the result 
of accident; the other is the fruition of a noble 
life, absorbed in a great mission which he feels 
he is qualified to carry on to ultimate succeos. 
The latter has been the work to which our re-
vered friend has given the strength of his ma-
ture years and his unrivaled executive capacity. 
Bt\t these sad emblems of affection and 
mourning admonish us that his labor is ended. 
He rests at last from toil and care. Serenely 
he sleeps here among those who knew him best 
and loved him most devotedly, and we bow our 
heads in sorrow as the thought comes over us-
that his kindly eye will greet us no more; the 
warm clasp of his hand will never thrill our 
hearts again. In the years to come the green 
mound that will soon be raised by devoted 
friends will alone remain to greet our vision, as 
his earthly form sleeps beneath on the scene of 
his greatest achievements. No marl.,le column 
or granite 1,haft need mark his last resting 
place. 
As midsummer suns send down their scorch-
ing rays upon these beautiful grounds, as the 
fierce blasts of winter annually sweep over the 
snow-clad landscape, these ever green shelter-
ing trees, planted by his thoughtful direction, 
will stand as monuments to his memory. En-
shrined in the grateful hearts of thousands who 
revere his grand character, his fame will live as 
the years roll by in their ceaseless cycles, and 
his name be honored long after these massive 
walls have crumbled into dust. 
A~ the youth of our state continue to gather 
here to epuip themselves for life's work in the 
generations to come, and go out from the 
people's College stronger and better men and 
women, the name of its founder will be spoken 
with grateful lips as long as time endures. 
ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT CHAMBERLAIN. 
He who has spoken and those that are to fol-
low, have known and loved Dr. Welch many 
years. I have known him only three but have 
loved him. And yet this, my disadvantage, 
seems not to be without its compensations ; for 
I haye seen the grain in its glory, the " Century 
Plant" in its single, final bloom. And as he 
beholds the full glory of that final blooming 
thinks not of the patient years of growth it has 
taken to produce it, so in regard to Dr. Welch, 
my short acquaintance has been the time of 
bloom and fruit, has shown me naught but the 
completed beauty of a noble character. If there 
were imperfections in the long course of that 
development, it was not my lot to see them. 
As a Scholar, Dr. Welch was strong, mature, 
rioe. The range of his reading in modern lit-
erature, history and politics was wide and 
varied, and in the ancient classics it was full 
and fresh to the last. His library shows the 
favorite ground he had traversed; and his 
teachings, his conversation and his writings, 
showed that he had traversed it faithfully and 
well. 
As a Scientist, though he was not a modern 
specialist in any single line, his knowledge of 
the general facts and laws of physical science 
was wide and well defined, and he kept well 
abreast of modern theory and demonstrated 
fact .. 
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As a Metaphysician, he was a thorough student 
and a careful and able author. He knew the 
sources and the broadening current of philos-
ophy from Plato and Aristotle down through 
the Roman, German, French, Scl'lttish and En-
glish regions. Especially was he an admirer of 
Sir William Hamilton, and in the Teachers' 
Psychology, whose final preparation and publica-
tion absorbed Dr. Welch's thoughts, the last 
year of his life, the impress of his great philo-
sophic mind is everywhere visible amid much 
that marks thP book as unmistakably original. 
As an Artist, Dr. Welch had no mean capacity. 
Not only had he that fine instinctive perception 
of form, color, and harmonious blending that 
distinctively marks the artist "as born, not 
made," but he was a careful student of the sci-
entific and resthetic principles involved, and 
knew their proper application. It was only as· 
landscape gardener, however, so far as I know, 
that he gave active expression to his artistic 
powers. This college campus is his monument 
as an artist, where freedom of sweep and curve, 
fine adaptation to nature's contour, graceful 
grouping of trees and shrubs, fine blending of 
colors in the groups, and charming, open vistas 
all betoken the master's hand. This is most 
striking to those who have visited scores of oth-
er older colleges and noticed the painful stiff-
ness, angularity and precision that mark the 
typical college campus. Ours, so far as funds 
would permit, was made a park, a landscape 
garden, a graceful blending of whatever iH most 
beautiful in nature. For this natural freedom, 
this untrammelled beauty, the guiding hand and 
eye of Dr. Welch, who loved each tree and 
shrub, were most responsible. And'so I say this 
campns is his monument as an artist. 
As a Statesman, he was patriotic and philan-
thropic, broad minded, just. His force and wis-
dom as a thinker and speaker were felt in the 
Nation's Senate, whence he was called to his 
work here. 
As an Educator, he was a power. His influ-
ence entered the lives of thousands of young 
inen and women in two states-Michigan and 
Iowa. He fired their souls with pure and lofty 
love of knowledge, and stirred them with the 
noble ambtion to be of service to mankind. 
But it was, after all, as a man, associate, 
neighbor, friend that his memory will be cher-
ished. His was a" high moral character." 'l'hus 
he himself speaks in his Psychology, page 28: 
" The attainment of high moral character is the 
leading purpose of every true and noble life. Such 
a character consists (1) in an infallible judgment 
between right and wrong in human actions, (2) 
the settled predominance 'of the higher desires 
over the lower, (3) the- habitual choice by the 
will of these desires as the motives for efforts 
which harmonize with the dictates of a cultur-
ed conscience. A high moral character is con-
sequently the product of educated moral per-
ceptions, of lifelong denial of animal passions, 
of sympathies which are uniformly sensitive to 
the rights of others, and of a will trained by 
persistent practice to select infallibly for its mo-
tives the desires which accord with impulses of 
the moral sense." Such was the pattern he set 
before himself-noble, Christlike. 
Only during the last year of his life, however, 
did I feel that I came close to his heart. When 
I first came-I may tell this now, for it honors 
him-he said to me in substance : " I shall 
not volunteer advice. The experience of young-
er Presidents, with older and strong-willed PX-
Presidents in the faculty, is all against it. Shape 
your own policy, and I shall loyally support it. 
Whenever you ask my opinion I will give it 
frankly and honestly, and you can use it as you 
think wiseRt." Such was ever bis attitude, one 
of absolute friendship and support. He was 
unwilling even to suggest what was true, that 
his experience here made him understand many 
things better than any new man possible could. 
But during the last year I saw much of his in-
ner life. Circumstances placed Mrs. Welch and 
him1:1elf under our roof and at our table in their 
houRe, which they had a year before generously 
offered and given up to us because they thought 
we needed it more than they. ThP thrice-re-
peated daily meal was an intellectual delight, 
a "feast of reason and a flow of soul" in the 
highest sense. He threw off all care and gave 
himself up to social amenities. His play of qui-
et humor was delightful and sometimes almost 
incessant, and he was quick to recognize" a 
good thing" from any other one as all were from 
him. The conversation was restful and yet ex-
bilerating, stimulating, helpful mentally and 
morally. He never said an ill-natured thing, 
and, his absolute courtesy to all made him to be 
loved by all. 
The little cemetery where his body so soon 
will rest had, until a year ago, become much 
neglected. Then he began to give his careful 
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personal attention to the work of putting it in 
proper condition. I have lately often wondered 
:whether the loving and assiduous care he gave 
to that work had in it aught of half unconscious 
premonition of his coming rest. I do not think 
it had. Nothing then suggested it. It seemed 
simply a loving thoughtfulness for those that 
already lay there, and an unwillingness that 
aught should savor of forgetfulness or neglect. 
None of us who heard it will soon forget the 
last sermon be preached from this platform, re-
peated by request from two years before. It 
was on Immortality, and the text was, "But the 
things that are not seen are eternal." I can 
never forget the days when be · was writing it, 
two years ago last summer, nor the conversation 
he then sought with me about it, nor how his 
face shone as he flashed forth to me the proofs 
that made eternity and immortality certainties 
to his prophetic vision. Nor can I forget the 
rapt attention with which the audience hung 
upon his words when last he gave those proofs 
from this platform. To him those unseen 
things are now realities. 
Eternal are the things unseen, 
The things of sense how fleeting J 
But moth nor rust nor death, I ween, 
Shall mar that blissful greeting 
By pearly gates in land serene 
Where ransomed ones ere meeting. 
The " many mansions" wait above, 
That Christ our Lord preparetb · 
His "Father's house," His home of' love 
With all bis friends he sbaretb; 
From out His fold ne'er more shall rove 
The flock for whom he caretb. 
" Eye bath not seen nor ear hath heard 
Nor heart ot man conceived 
What things the Lord bath there prepared" 
For those that have believed; 
What joys serene for aye are shared 
By soulR to heaven received. 
"The wicked cease from troµbling there, 
And the weary ones are resting ; " 
And the " little ones " here on earth His care 
In His heavenly arms are nestling, 
And doubting souls once torn with fear 
His faithfulness are testing. 
* * * * * * * ... 
Not in this casket here below 
Where dust to dust returneth, 
But mounting with celestial glow 
The joys of heaven he learneth ; 
While for us here whose griefs o'erflow, 
.His lleart in pity yearneth. 
"Eternal are the things unseen!" 
The things of sense how fleeting, 
How narrow is the gulf between 
Us and that blissful meeting, 
Where crowned with life, in peace serene, 
He waits to give us greeting. 
ADDRESS OF PROFESSOR STANTON. 
On the seventeenth day of March, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-nine, twenty years ago last 
Sabbath, the Governor of Iowa formally deliv-
ered into the hands of Dr. Welch the charter 
and the seal of the State Agricultural College. 
The man who that day took upon himself the 
grave responsibilities of the Presidency of this 
institution, came to that high office fully 
equipped to perform its important duties. He 
bad been engaged for many years in the educa-
tional work of a sister state. Graduating in 
the first class of the University of Michigan he 
had organized the first graded school in that 
state, bad held for fifteen years with honor and 
success the principalship of the State Normal 
School at Ypsilanti, had served with distinction 
upon the Board of Trustees of the Agricultural 
College at Lansing, and in the general upbuild-
ing of the educational system of Michigan, had 
rendered services of the highest value. Dr. 
Welch was a born executive. This native tal-
ent for organization bad been developed and 
strengthened in the school of long experience. 
Tbu,i equipped, in the full vigor of physical and 
intellectual manhood, he came to the great work 
which this Commonwealth had placed in his 
hands. 
Iowa had an industrial college to build. A 
wise nation, while in the throes of war, had 
made provision for instructing its youth in the 
industries of peace ; a generous state had erect-
ed this noble building. But endowments and 
buildings do not constitute a college. That was 
as yet unbuilt. The task of building it was as-
signed to Dr. Welch. Never was more worthy 
task assigned ; never was task more worthily 
performed. In the closing sentence of that in-
augural address, in which be reverently conse-
crated all the elements of bis strength to the 
accomplishing of the great undertaking that 
lay before him, be expressed the hope that with 
the Great Father's blessing, the rolling years 
might bring their harvest of frnits. Under the 
Great Fatb1:,r's blessing that wish bas been re-
alized, that hope bas been fulfilled. This grand 
institution typifies that fulfillment. Even in 
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the midst of its grief it glories in the work it 
has done and the history it has made. It looks 
with pride upon the noble men and woman who 
have been fitted within its walls to take high 
place in the busy industries of the world. They 
are the glorious fruitage which he looked for 
rolling years to bring. Many of them are here 
today. They have come from the farm and the 
shop and the busy marts of trade to testify by 
their presence to his personal worth and his 
public works. Little can the human tongue add 
to the impressiveness of such testimony. In 
the days when this country was rent with civil 
strife it sometimes happened that the bodies of 
the heroes who had died upon the field of battle. 
were brought home for burial. On such oc-
casion, there was little -need for human speech 
to testify as to what these men had done for 
their country and their countrymen. It was 
rather a time when, with the blood of patriot-
ism tingling through their veins, men learned 
the lesson of lofty devotion to duty. 
· There is that about this hour that is more 
impressive than the service of the lips. The 
positioi1 of Dr. Welch in the history of this 
College has been established and the future can 
not change it. Other hands and other minds 
than his have labored with unselfish zeal in its 
upbuilding, but from foundation to turret stone 
it bears the stamp of his genius. 
No more ~loqnent or convincing proof of the 
gre.i.t work he has done ca,n be adduced than 
this occasion itseff affords. If the love and 
gratitt{d~ich I bear him could loose this 
tongue I could pay him tribute worthy of the 
gr.eat public service he has rendered my alma 
mater, I could add but little to the force of that 
silent testimony with which the hour is freight-
ed. It is his dreds and not my words that speak 
to you. These words of mine shall die but his 
deeds shall spe3:k f0r him when you and I are 
mingled with the dust. His well earned fame 
shall live as long a~ this institution lives. 
No man could accomplish the work which he 
accomplished; no man could win the renown 
which he won, unless he possessed marked char-
acteristics making toward intellectual and moral 
greatness. 
Dr. Welch was in the fullest meaning of the 
words a scholarly man. He was at once an au-
thority upon the processes by which the mental 
powers are developed and a living example of 
the wonderful development of which those pow-
ers are capable. His disciplined faculties gave 
instant obedience to his will and his sharpened 
intellect, cutting to the very core of the subject 
he had in hand, gave him its ready mastery. 
Always a student he never ceased to add to the 
rich stores of his knowledge. In the special 
field in which he labored he had gathered a vast 
fund of information which in the clo.smg years 
of his life he pnt into classified form, and left 
it, as it were, a dying legacy, that :we might yet 
study the best product of his brain. Broad, 
minute and accurate in his scholarship, even 
the stranger within our walls could not fail to 
recognize in him the cultured man. 
He was master of the English language. 
Few men could build a better English sentence, 
or marshal those sentences into more glowing 
periods. Commencing to write he slowly picked 
his way, with careful choice of words, until 
under his marvelous power of aualy!:lis his sub-
ject grew into clear outline into his mind. Then 
his spirit caught fire and the burning senteuct-s 
fell fr;:im his pen as sparks from the anvil. 
Never in the exercise ot his power was he more 
at his best than in the baccalaureate addresses. 
Those sermons were models of Englbh composi-
tion. Faultless in style, perfect in diction, they 
glowed in every sentence with soul-inspiring 
truth. Men in general, and especially the young, 
admire intellectual strength. It is not strange 
that this man, cultured in mind and gifted in 
speech, should win and hold the respect of stu-
dent and associate alike. His intellectual abil-
ity was one of the sources of his power. 
Dr. Welch was a natural educator. He loved 
the young, and with advancing years, grew not 
away from them but toward them. In their 
case be went beyond the divine injunction that 
"thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself." He 
loved them better than he loved himself. He 
saw in every young man and woman a God-giv-
en intellect to be developed and a character to be 
built. He took infinite pleasure in lending them 
a helping hand as they struggled upward toward 
a nobler life. He won their love; he kindled in 
their hearts the fires of a worthy ambition; be 
showed them the necessity of self-help; iuspired 
in them a love of work, and thus opened up to 
them careers of far-reaching influence. Hun-
dreds of the sons and daughters of Iowa have 
felt the touch of that hl,llpful hand, and with us 
here to-day. in spirit, they ask heaven's choic-
est blessings on his sainted memory. 
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Character is often ill-proportioned, strong here 
and weak there; capable of grand deeds, bnt 
stooping often to unworthy acts. His was a 
symmetrical, well-rounded, genuine character. 
It could stand the test of intimate acquaintance. 
The nearer you approached it, the longer you 
knew it, the more you admired it. Under no 
stress of circumstances did it prove itself false. 
You never could touch it except it answered 
with the ring of the pure metal. It is such a 
character, well-proportioned, genuine, true, that 
above all intellectual ability and kindness of 
heart appeal" to the student and lifts his life up 
to t11e lofty plane of a noble manhood. There 
is 110 limit to the powers for good that such a 
man possesses. 
Calm, resolute, self-reliant, he was yet a man 
of delicate sensibility and refined tastes. He 
loved the beautiful in nature, art and character. 
As the early spring shall spread over these 
Ia wns a carpet of green, and these college groves 
shall take 011 their summer foliage, each blade 
and leaf will speak to us of him whose cultured 
taste changed the bleak prairies into these beau-
tiful grounds. No one ever appreciated more 
fully than he the grandeur and beauty to be 
found in IL,ly Writ and sacred song, and when 
at evening services he read tile chapter and the 
hymn the word,; seemed all aglow with the 
beauty which his soul imw and felt. 
I have touched upon a few of those sources of 
power which made Dr. Welch a trnly great 
man. I have not attempted to measure the full 
depth and height of his noble character. It has 
been my blessed privilege through half the years 
of my life to walk by his side as a son walks by 
the side of his father, yet his rich uature never 
ceased to reveal to me new beauties aud new el-
ements of streugth. 
Grand in its proportions, beautiful in its sym-
etry was that earthly life. In His own good time 
God haH transplanted into His heavenly King-
dom. His will be done ! 
Beloved friend- Bympathetic, tender·, loving. 
Thou hast done a noble work. Thou hast earn-
ed thy rest. 
Asleep in Jesus, ble~sed sleep, 
From which none ever wakes to weep; 
A calm, arnl undisturbed repose, 
Unbroken by the last of foes. 
Asleep in Jesus! 0, how sweet, 
To he for such a slumber meet; 
With holy confidence to sing, 
That death has Jost his venomed sting. 
Asleep in Jesus, pleasant rest, 
Whose waking is supremely blest. 
RESOLUTIONS BY THE FACULTY, 
Resolved, That in the death of Dr. A. S. Welch 
the college, the community, and the entire state 
have suffered a most serious loss. He loved the 
college with a strong, self-sacrificing, and un-
failiug love, and as its President he gave the 
best years of his life and the whole force of his 
strong intellect and warm heart to building it up 
on broad foundationA. His only wish was that 
it should prosper. As a promoter of higher ed-
ucation he had few equals. He had an influ-
ence on the minds and lives of thousands 
of ro'wa's young men and women that 
shall endure and bear rich fruit while time shall 
last. As a teacher he was most popular, awak-
ening in his pupils not only 'deep affection for 
himself, but strong enthusiasm for their work 
aud earnest effort in pursuing it. He knew how 
best to help them to help themselves. As a cit-
izen, in neighborhood, state, and nation he filled 
well all the responsible places to which he was 
called. 
Resolved, That while we cannot but mourn his 
loss as great to us, we feel that his long-contin-
ued labors entitle him to rast, and we bow to 
the will of Him who has called him home and 
said to him, '' Thou hast been faithful over few 
things, I will make thee ruler over many things." 
Resolved: That we extend our heartfelt sym-
pathy to his bereaved family in this hour of 
their deep grief. E. w. STANTON, 
W. I. CHAMBERLAIN, 
M. STALKER, 
A. 'A. BENNETT, 
HERBERT OSBORN, 
J R. LINCOLN, 
Committee. 
RESOLUTIONS BY THE TRUSTEES. 
1. In the death of ex-President A. S. Welch 
the college has lost one of the oldest, ablest, and 
most efficient supporters, friends, and instruct-
ors. 
2. That his Jong and ardent devotion'to the 
cause of education, his peculiar fitness for the 
work of a successful teacher, and his deport-
meut as a Christian gentleman, have given him 
such standing in the esteem of Western educat-
ors that his loss will be felt as a general calam-
ity. 
3. That we extend our sympathy to the af-
flicted family, and commend to them the prom-
ises of a reunion so clearly revealed to us in the 
Sacred Word. 
4. That the~e resolutions be entered upon 
our records, and a copy of the same forwarded 
to Mrs. Welch and to the press for publicatiou. 
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Another year's work is before us. 
Senior mustaches are rather scarce. 
Our College is now in her twentieth year. 
The Sophomores are wrestling with Trig. 
F. E. Davidson spent the winier canvassing. 
What is to be the name of the Freshman 
class? 
The Sunday afternoon social hours have been 
discontinued. 
Tom Kerr on account of poor health will not 
return this spring. 
Henry Rolfs was principal of the Garrison 
schools last winter. 
Two new volumes of Pool's Index have bef'n 
placed in the library. 
The Freshman class can boast of tall men 
and good looking girls. 
E. II. Porter spent the winter in St. Louis 
working with his brother. 
Things are moving along finely, with every 
prospect of a prosperous year. 
There will be no band this year, Capt. Lincoln 
having arranged for a bugle corps. 
At least two-thirds of the students taught 
school ir, various parts of the state last 
winter. 
E. Dennis, at one time an I. A. C. student, is 
taking an M. D. course at Iowa City. 
An unusually large number of students from 
Ames are attending the College this year. 
P. W. Starr had charge of the postoffice and 
book department until Mr. Lamborn's return. 
Q. C. Fuller, at one time a member of class 
'89, has returned and is taking a special course. 
J. O. Simcoke on account of l'ickness was con-
fined to his room during the first week of school. 
Shoemaker gathers in the unsuspecting Fresh-
man, while Starr looks after the wily Soph. and 
Junior. 
G. L. Christy passed the winter in New Mex-
ico working on the Denver, Texas & Fort Worth 
railroad. 
J. A. Shelton, of the Eclectics, handle~ the 
shears this year. In other words he is the ex-
change editor. 
THE AURORA Association thought it best to 
devote this issue of THE AURORA to an account 
of Dr. Welch's funeral. 
0ne ~hing very noticeable this year is the 
number of brothers and sisters who have re-
turned with the older students. 
Harrison county furnishes the largest number 
of students this year of any county in the state, 
there being nine from that county. 
Virgil SnyJer, who has been out waiting for 
bis class to catch up with him, bas returned 
and expects to graduate with class '89. 
A glance through the order book of tbe horti-
cultural department shows that they are ship-
ping trees to nearly every state in the Union. 
The social held the fir,:t Saturday evening 
was well attended and all repOTted a good time. 
Why can't we have a few more such affairs dur-
the term? 
In spite of all precautions taken by tbe Pres-
ident and faculty to prevent the introduction of 
any contagiou" disease, there have been a few 
cases of mumps. · 
Miss Crawford still continues her work of 
classifying the library. It is a large Ull(!ertak-
ing but when once completed will be of great 
use to the students. 
I Jack Craig has severed bis connection with 
the Experimental Station. He is at present in 
California, but expects to go into tbe nursery 
business in Nebraska. 
Treas. Knapp's house bas been completed and 
is occupied by the Professor and family. It is 
very neatly and tastily built and adds greatly to 
tbe appearance of the College grounds. 
Quite an improvement bas bew made in tbe 
Mechanical Department of the Engineering 
hall during the past winter and as now arranged 
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it gives the engineers plenty of room. The 
work was done under the supervision of Prof. 
Weichardt, by Messrs. Eustis and Bramhall. 
A number of I. A. C. boys who are taking the 
engineering course paRsed the winter in Chicago 
working at drafting, etc. Among the number 
were Messrs. Schcenleber, Kimbal and Swift. 
A number of the students attrmded Patrick 
Welch's lecture on Romani~m which he delivered 
in Ames on Sunday, March 10. He is a forcible 
speaker and gave his audience some good points, 
which will bear consideration. 
The Christian Association have had a neat 
little pamphlet published called the '· Student's 
Guide Book." It is for the use of Freshman 
students and doe~ justice to the compilers, 
Messrs. Spencer, Tallman, Fairchild, Gossard 
and Morris. 
The literary societies held their usnal joint 
session in the chapel 011 the secoud Sunday 1we-
ning. The session was well attended and the pro-
gramme was 11p to the uHual standard of excel-
lence. Mr. Shelton delivered the oration and 
gave an account of the State Contest, and 
MeHsrs. Ba11ks and Green favored the audience 
with a11 original poem. 
Both President Chamberlain and Professor 
Smith spe,,t a good part of their time during 
the winter vacation in attending and taking 
part in Farmer's instutes and we notice that the 
press of the state have spoken quite flatteringly 
of their work. Capt. Speer and the other 
officers of the Station also aided quite materially 
in adding life and vim to the various institutes. 
'l'he Alumni and older students will be pained 
to learn of the death of W. H. Frater, a gradu-
ate of '86. While here he had the respect and 
best wishes of the Prof Pssors and all who knew 
him. being a good student and an upright man 
in every way. It seems sad indeed that one 
should be thus cut off in his prime with all the 
prospects of a noble life extending before him .. 
The Christian Association begins its work 
this year with a very pn1misrng outlook, both 
Sunday school and prayer meetings being well 
attended. It would be hard to find a more 
favorable place for doing good than is presented 
in the work of our Christian Association. 
Habits are being formed here that will be car-
ried all through life, and theRe habits will affect 
not only the particular individual but others 
with whom he may come in contact. 
No department of the college has imprnved 
more in the last year than the musical depart-
ment has done, under the guidance of Miss 
Pike. All the old pianos have been removed 
and in their stead new ones haye been placed. 
Hitherto it has been urged that ladies coming 
here did not have as good a chance for study in 
a musical line as in other colleges, but as things 
are now arranged they have as good an opportu-
nity here as in any of our sister colleges. The 
Board of Trustees have also made arrangements 
so that all of the Freshmen who desire to do so 
may take singing lessons free of charge. 
We all feel proud of the mauner in which our 
College was represented at the State Contest. 
Mr. Stookey, who took first prize at the Home 
contest, was gi~n second place at the State 
Contest and did the College justice in every 
way. He received first place for thought and 
composition. Mr. Shelton, our other delegate, 
also looked after the interests of the I. A. C. in 
a very creditable manner, and was honored by 
being elected Secretary and Treasurer of the 
State Association. Mr. Tuthil, a former mem-
ber of class '89, was elected President of the 
same a,sociation. Among the I. A. C. visitors 
at the contest were Messrs. Wade and Good. 
The older students upon their return miss the 
faces of two of the older teachers, Mrs. Riley 
and Prof. Halstead. Both of them were well 
liked by all the students, and gave good satis-
faction in their work. Prof. Halstead resigned 
in order to accept a mC're desirable position in a 
New Jersey college, while Mrs. Riley gave up 
her position in order that !>he might be able to 
continue her studies in Boston. Prof. Halstead's 
pl!l.ce has been filled by Prof. Pammel of Saint 
Louis, who comes well recommended and seems ., 
to be able to fill the chair of Botanv in a very 
creditable manner. Miss Marsland succeeds 
Mrs. Riley as Librarian and instn.ctor in Elocu-
tion. She is a graduate of the Monroe School 
of Oratory, which in itself is a good recom-
mendation. 
THE AmWRA will be published the fifteenth 
of each mouth beginning with April and end-
ing with December. We hope all students and 
Alumni will take interest enough in our paper 
to subscribe for it at least, and any information 
of interest will be thankfully received by the 
editors. 
ALUMNI NOTES. 
A number of the Alumni of the college sub-
scribe for THE AURORA, and on their account 
we would like to make thP Alumni column as 
interesting as possible. This can only be done 
by means of help from the outside, as the local 
editor has but very little chance to obtain in-
formation in regard to the Alumni. We will,on 
this account, be greatly obliged to any one who 
will kindly furnish us matter for the Alumni 
column. 
'87. Dr. ,Tolrn Tillie is located at Muscatine, 
Iowa. 
'88. A. Brandvig is principal of the Russel, 
Ia. school. 
'78. J. C. Hainer spent the winter in Ne-
braska. 
'81. Miss Julia A. Hanford is teaching in Sa-
lina, Kan. 
'86. W.R. Meyers is a practicing attorney at 
Anita, Iowa. 
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'79. W. M. Scott publishes a paper in Ink-
sten, Dakota. 
'72. J. K. Macomber is County Atturney of 
Polk county. 
'88. Sherman Yates has charge of the lda 
Grove school. 
'84. G. M. Osborne is State Veterinary Sur-
geon of N ebra8ka. 
'77. J.B. Hungerford will print THE AUIW-
RA for another year. 
'86. M. II. Reynolds is taking a Veterinary 
course at the I. A. C. 
'88. F. Ainsworth is house snrgeou in the 
Veterinary department. 
-7 '83. Born, to Mr. and Mrs. Herman Knapp, 
on Dec. 18th, 1888, a boy. 
'73. M. Stalker had hiL headquart.irs at the 
State House during the winter. 
'82 Miss Etta Budd is taking a course in 
pai11tiug- in a Ilnsto11 Art School. · 
'88. Fred LightJ1er is working in the Ilorti-
cultural department for Prof. Bucld. 
'79. H. o~borne hnld~ a diploma of member-
ship in the Entomological Society of Frnuee. 
Among the uo11re~ideut Alnnrni who attemled 
tl·e funeral of Dr. Wekh were, '82, J.B. Mar"h; 
'82, C. F. Saylor; '86, Dr. Hamble; '81, 'l'. 
Bnrke; '78, R. Bnrke; '77, J. B. Hungerford; 
'77, R. F. ,Jordan ; '77, G. I. Miller; '7 4, ,\fr. anrl 
Mrs. Suell; '74, Miss E81ella J. Bebout; '72, J. 
K. Macomber; '74, J. R. Whitaker. 
'87. The fnllowi11g from the Brookings (Da.) 
Sentinel of Nov. 30th, explains iliwlf. "At the 
palatial home of President and Mrs. McL011ll1, 
Wedue:-day, Nov. 28th, Prof. Charles J. Cotey 
and l\Ii:;:i Da]ill(ta Mason Wf're pro11ou11ced h11s-
1,and mid wife by Rev. A. M. W"rk.'' TUE 
AUIWRA externls C<ll1gra111lalio11s a11d wishf'S 
them a pmHperouH future. 
'80. "E,lwin D. Harvey, a promiue11t young 
man of HumLoldt, diPd 011 the 18th of t.i,µlwid 
puenmonia, after a long and painfnl illness. He 
was about 84 years old, and a member of the 
law and real estate firm of Prouty, Coy le & Har-
vey. He was a graduate of the Iowa Agricult-
ural College, and was for a time Assistant Pro-
fessor of Chemistry. Mr. Harvey leaves a wife 
and iufant son well provided for."-State Reg-
ister. 
Extra copies of this number of THE AURORA 
may be obtained of the Business Manager. 
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